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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar submission of 29 May 2018 
 

Thank you for your letter of 11 May 2018 regarding this Petition. 
 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, which has since its establishment in 1975 consisted of a 
majority of Independent Councillors, has always chosen to make its political 

management arrangements as inclusive of all Members, registered political parties 
and registered groups as possible, and has never established an Executive 
Committee or Cabinet. The Comhairle operates by way of a more traditional system 
of four service committees, an Audit and Scrutiny Committee and a Policy and 

Resources Committee, the Office Bearers of which are drawn from all groups, 
registered political parties and registered groups within the Comhairle. 
 
While it is clearly a stateable case that the executive body of a democratically 

elected body such as a Council should reflect the party composition of that Council, 
just as the Council itself reflects, as proportionally as possible, the wishes of the 
electorate, there is an issue of principle about an elected body being required to 
organise its political structures in a manner which may not be of its own choosing. 

Like the Scottish Parliament itself, Local Authorities are wholly accountable to their 
electorates, and it is suggested that an assessment of the political management 
arrangements of a Council is best left to those who elect it at a local level, and that 
Parliament should be very reluctant to impose models of governance on other 

elected organisations. 
 
The Comhairle's SNP Group, which consists of 7 out of 31 Elected Members, has 
stated its view that Executive Committees represent good practice in Council 

decision-making, but should not include within their membership Chairs of Audit and 
Scrutiny (or equivalent) Committees. The Group agrees that membership of 
Executive Committees should be by choice of all elected members of the Council. 
 

I hope the letter is of assistance to the Committee. 


